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Purpose:  To provide a format for judicial determinations and court orders in “disposition review/permanency hearings” for Title IV-E eligible juveniles in Title IV-E reimbursable placements.

Key provisions:  Provides a format for courts to make determinations relating to the juvenile’s community protection, accountability and competency development goals, in addition to the determinations required by federal and state law in permanency hearings.

If this document is not utilized:  Ensure that court orders resulting from  “Dispositional Review/Permanency Hearings” for Title IV-E eligible delinquent juveniles in Title IV-E reimbursable placements set forth the Court’s determinations with regard to items 7-27.  It is recommended, as well, that courts make specific determinations with regard to the progress being made by the juvenile toward achieving established goals related, respectively, to community protection, accountability for offenses committed, and the development of competencies.
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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF___________________ COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

In the interest of _____________________  Date of Birth_________________ Juvenile No. ____________




     (A MINOR)

DISPOSITIONAL REVIEW / PERMANENCY HEARING

DETERMINATIONS AND ORDER

(Delinquent Juvenile)

And now, this ______day of ___________, 2____, after hearing, at which the following persons were present:  _________________________________________________________, the Court hereby finds that the juvenile was initially removed from the home of   __   [name of caregiver(s)]____ ,   _      (relationship to juvenile)____, on           (date)                 .  The Court further finds:
as to community protection:

1.
(
There has been  ( no   ( little   ( substantial progress by the juvenile toward achieving established community protection goals, in that __________________________________________

 

________________________________________________________________________________

2.
(
The juvenile’s community protection goals   ( remain   ( are hereby   revised as follows:  _______________________________________________________________________________



_______________________________________________________________________________

as to accountability for offenses committed:

3.
(
There has been   ( no   ( little   ( substantial   progress by the juvenile toward achieving established goals related to accepting responsibility for the offenses committed and taking action to repair the harm caused by this behavior, in that __________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________________

4.
(
The juvenile’s goals related to accepting responsibility for offenses committed and taking action to repair the harm caused by this behavior   ( remain   ( are hereby revised   as follows:  ________________________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________________________

as to the development of competencies:

5.
(
There has been   ( no   ( little   ( substantial   progress by the juvenile toward achieving established goals related to competency development, in that  ______________________________



________________________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________________________

6.
(
The juvenile’s competency development goals   ( remain  ( are hereby revised   as follows:  ____



________________________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________________________
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as to the continuing necessity for and appropriateness of placement:

7.
(
Placement of the juvenile continues to be necessary and appropriate.

8.
(
The juvenile’s placement is outside the Commonwealth and   ( is   ( is not   best suited to the protection and physical mental and moral welfare of the juvenile, in that ______________________

________________________________________________________________________________

9.
(
Placement of the juvenile is no longer necessary, in that __________________________________


________________________________________________________________________________

as to consultation with the juvenile regarding the permanency plan:  
10.
 (
The views of the juvenile are as follows: ____________________________________________



_______________________________________________________________________________



_______________________________________________________________________________.



(
The Court has consulted with the juvenile regarding the juvenile’s permanency plan in a manner appropriate to the juvenile’s age and maturity.


(
The views of the juvenile regarding the permanency plan have been ascertained to the fullest extent possible and communicated to the court by the




(
(i)   Guardian Ad Litem



(
(ii)  Child’s Counsel




(
(iii) Court-Appointed Special Advocate




(
(iv) Other person as designated by the court ___________________________.

as to the appropriateness and feasibility of the Permanency Plan:

11.
(
The permanency plan developed for this juvenile, dated ______, 2____, is appropriate and feasible.

12.
(
The permanency plan developed for this juvenile, dated _________, 2____, is appropriate and feasible except that it shall be modified or supplemented as follows: ________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

13.
(
The permanency plan developed for this juvenile, dated _________, 2____, is not appropriate, or not feasible, in that________________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________

as to compliance with the Permanency Plan:

14.
(
There has been   ( no   ( minimal   ( substantial   ( full  compliance with the permanency plan, in that  ____________________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________________________
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as to efforts to finalize the Permanency Plan:

15.
(
Reasonable efforts have been made by the _____________________ County Juvenile Probation Department and the ___________________ County Children and Youth Agency to finalize this juvenile’s permanency plan.

16.
(
Reasonable efforts have NOT been made by the ______________________ County Juvenile Probation Department and the _____________________ County Children and Youth Agency to finalize this juvenile’s permanency plan, in that  _________________________________________

as to progress toward alleviating the circumstances

which necessitated the original placement:

17.
(
There has been   ( no   ( little   ( substantial   progress toward alleviating the circumstances which necessitated the original placement, in that_________________________________   ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________________________

as to the juvenile’s permanent placement goal:

18.
(
The current placement goal of    ( return home    ( adoption    ( permanent legal custodianship   ( permanent placement with a fit and willing relative   ( another permanent, court-approved living arrangement, to wit:_________________________________is appropriate and feasible.

19.
(
The current placement goal of     ( return home    ( adoption    ( permanent legal custodianship   ( permanent placement with a fit and willing relative    ( another permanent, court-approved living arrangement, to wit:_________________________________is NOT appropriate and/or NOT feasible, in that:  __________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________



Therefore, the new permanent placement goal is hereby determined to be         ( return home       ( adoption    ( permanent legal custodianship    ( permanent placement with a fit and willing relative      ( another permanent, court-approved living arrangement, to wit:___________________ ________________________________________________________________________________

20.
(
The projected date by which the goal for the juvenile might be achieved is        (mo.)        (day)    _    (yr.).














as to the child’s safety:

21.
(
The juvenile is safe in the current placement setting.

22.
(
The juvenile is NOT safe in the current placement setting because  _______________________    __________________________________________________________________________________

as to the need for services for children age 16 and older:

23.
(
This juvenile has not yet attained the age of 16.
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24.
(
This juvenile, who is at least 16 years of age, is in need of the following services to aid in the transition to independent living:_______________________________________________________  ________________________________________________________________________________

as to whether a petition to terminate parental rights has or will be filed:

25.
(
The juvenile has been in placement for at least 15 of the last 22 months and the ____________________ County Children and Youth Agency has filed or joined a petition to terminate parental rights and identified a family to adopt the juvenile.

26.
(
Although the juvenile has been in placement for 15 of the last 22 months or will be in placement for such period consistent with the permanency plan developed for the juvenile, the County Children and Youth Agency does not intend to file or join a petition to terminate parental rights because:



(
The juvenile is being cared for by ________________________, a relative best suited to the welfare of the juvenile.



(
The juvenile’s family has not been provided with necessary services to achieve the safe return of the juvenile to the family within the timeframes set forth in the permanency plan, to wit:   _____________________________________________________________________________




_____________________________________________________________________________



(
A compelling reason has been documented by the _______________ County Children and Youth Agency that filing a petition to terminate parental rights would not serve the needs and welfare of the juvenile, to wit:  ____________________________________________________




_____________________________________________________________________________




_____________________________________________________________________________
27.
(
The preceding reason constitutes adequate justification for the _________________ County Children and Youth Agency neither filing nor joining a petition to terminate parental rights.

28.
(
The preceding reason does NOT constitute adequate justification for the _______________ County Children and Youth Agency neither filing nor joining a petition to terminate parental rights.

ORDER OF COURT

On the basis of the preceding determinations, it is hereby ordered that:

29.
(
The juvenile shall be returned to: ( mother ________________, ( father _________________,



( other ____________________,  by:       (mo.)     _    (day)   ___      (yr.).



(
Subject to the following conditions: ___________________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________________



(
The juvenile shall remain under the supervision of the __________________County Juvenile Probation Department



(
The juvenile shall remain in the legal custody of the ____________________County Children and Youth Agency.



(
The juvenile shall remain under the protective supervision of the ________________County Children and Youth Agency.
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30.
(
The juvenile shall be placed for adoption by:      (mo.)        (day)        (yr.), and the county agency shall file a petition to terminate parental rights at the appropriate time.  Pending such adoption, the juvenile shall remain in the legal custody of the _____________________County Children and Youth Agency, in accordance with the permanency plan dated ___________, 2____, as it may have been modified by this court, above.
31.
(
Legal custody of the juvenile is transferred permanently to _____________________________, by:        (mo.)        (day)         (yr.), subject to the following conditions: __________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________

32.
(
The juvenile shall be placed permanently with _____________________________, a fit and willing relative, by:        (mo.)         (day)    __    (yr.).

33.
(
The county children and youth agency having documented that it would not serve the juvenile’s physical, mental or emotional health, safety or morals to return home, to be referred for termination of parental rights, to be placed for adoption, to be placed permanently with a legal custodian, or to be placed permanently with a fit and willing relative, the juvenile shall be placed with _______________________, by:        (mo.)          (day)          (yr.), a living arrangement that is intended to be permanent in nature, subject to the following conditions: ____________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________

34.
(
The juvenile shall remain committed to ___________(facility/placement)___________ under the supervision of the ______________________ County Juvenile Probation Department.  Case management responsibility   ( IS    ( IS NOT   to be shared by said probation department and the ___________________ County Children and Youth Agency in accordance with the permanency plan dated _______, 2____, as it may have been modified by this court above, until the next dispositional review/permanency hearing or until further order of the court.

35.
(
The child shall be transferred to _____________(facility/placement)___________ under the supervision of the ________________________ County Juvenile Probation Department.  Case management responsibility  ( IS   ( IS NOT  to be shared by said probation department and the _________________________ County Children and Youth Agency in accordance with the permanency plan dated ________, 2____, as it may have been modified by this court above, until the next dispositional review/permanency hearing or until further order of the court.

36.
(
The case is terminated.

37.
(
Other:  __________________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________________________



Such disposition having been determined to be consistent with the protection of the public interest and best suited to the treatment, supervision, rehabilitation, safety, protection and welfare of the juvenile.










By the Court,










_____________________












    J.

